
Dear SJB Families, 

 

I hope you are continuing to enjoy a wonderful summer! It's hard to believe August is almost here, which 

means we are getting closer and closer to welcoming our students back to school. Our staff has been busy 

preparing for another fantastic school year, and I wanted to share a few updates and reminders as we 

head into these exciting next few weeks. 

 

We have several great opportunities to connect as a school community before the first day of school! 

 

• Monday, August 3 – Used Uniform Sale (Gym), 4:00–6:00 p.m. 

• Wednesday, August 5 – New Parent Night, 6:00–7:00 p.m. 

• Saturday, August 8 – New Brighton Stockyard Days Parade, 10:00 a.m. 

• Wednesday & Thursday, August 12–13 – Kindergarten Meet & Greet 

• Thursday, August 27 – Kindergarten Picnic 

• Wednesday, September 2 – Meet My Teacher Night / Back-to-School Night, 3:00–7:00 p.m. 
 

New this year: Student school photos will be taken during Meet My Teacher Night! Please make 

every effort to attend this event and have your student’s photo taken. Retake days are scheduled 

for October 5-6 for those who miss this opportunity or need a redo on school photos. 

 

Our Used Uniform Sale, sponsored by our PTO, will take place on Monday, August 3, from 4:00–6:00 p.m. 

in the school gym. Families attending the sale should park in the north parking lot and enter through the 

gym doors. If you would like to donate gently used uniforms for this sale, please drop them off at the school 

office by 1:00 pm on Monday. Thank you to our PTO and all the volunteers who help make this event pos-

sible! 

 

If you are a first-time kindergarten family or new to St. John the Baptist School with children in grades K-8, 

we would love to welcome you at New Parent Night on Wednesday, August 5, from 6:00–7:00 p.m. Please 

park in the main church parking lot and enter through the church's front entrance. Staff members will be 

    July 30, 2026 

PRINCIPAL’S BULLETIN 

Quick Links 

• 2026-2027 District Bus Registration 

• 2026-2027 School Supply List 

• 2026-2027 School Calendar 

• Preschool Page 

• Virtus Information 

• SJB Spirit Wear Store 

Upcoming Events 

Used Uniform Sale Aug 3 

New Parent Night (K-8) Aug 5 

Stockyard Days Parade Aug 8 

Spruce Up the School Aug 10 

Kindergarten Parent Meet & Greets Aug 12-13 

Meet My Teacher Night Sept 2 

First Day of School  Sept 8 

From the Principal 

School Safe Environment Coordinator (Virtus): Alison Wacek waceka@stjohnnyb.org | 651-633-1522 x1127 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6dRzaHAIdGvsNsGNtR1yhoTFLpvemT7Dwqua0ckP_Y6472A/viewform
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/26-27-School-Supply-List-Updated.pdf
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/12/26-27-calendar.pdf
https://stjohnnyb.org/academics/grades/preschool/
https://stjohnnyb.org/school-life/parent-resources/involvement/virtus/
https://stjohnthebaptist.brandingwearhouse.com/
mailto:waceka@stjohnnyb.org


available to direct you to our meeting room upstairs in the Parish Center. This is a wonderful opportunity to 

meet other families, ask questions, and learn more about what to expect as you begin your journey at SJB. 

Please note that this is not intended for preschool parents - more information will come from the Preschool Di-

rector, Andrea Schroeder, about any back to school information for preschool parents. 

 

Finally, I hope you'll consider joining us as we represent St. John the Baptist in the New Brighton Stockyard 

Days Parade on Saturday, August 8, at 10:00 am. We would love to have as many students, families, and staff 

members as possible walk with us! Please arrive by 9:45am wearing your St. John's apparel or blue and white 

as we walk behind our parade vehicle, pass out candy, and share information about our amazing school with 

the community. It's always a fun event and a great way to show our SJB pride! Complete the short google form 

to let us know you are coming (this is not required to attend, but will help us to be ready and to have non-

uniform passes ready for the students). 

 

Staffing Updates 

I am excited to introduce two outstanding new members of our school team! 

 

Please join me in welcoming Ms. Sandra Uñates, who will be serving as our new Spanish Teacher this year. 

Sandra joins us from Colombia and brings more than 15 years of experience in education. She holds a degree 

in Social Communication and a Master's Degree in Human Resources Management, giving her a strong foun-

dation in communication, leadership, and collaboration. Sandra is passionate about sharing both the Spanish 

language and the rich culture of her home country while creating a warm, engaging, and supportive classroom 

for students. We are excited for our students to learn from her and are grateful she has joined the SJB family.  

 

I am also thrilled to welcome back Mrs. Frances Piazza de Kooker as our new K–5 Dean of Students. Many 

families may remember Frances from last year when she served as Dr. Weingartz's Principal Intern while com-

pleting her Certificate in Catholic School Leadership. Frances holds bachelor's degrees in Theology and Pas-

toral/Youth Ministry from St. Mary's University of Minnesota, a master's degree in Education from Regent Uni-

versity, and brings eight years of teaching experience to her new role. Her love for Catholic education, leader-

ship experience, and familiarity with our school community make her an excellent addition to our leadership 

team. We are excited to have Frances back at SJB and know she will be a wonderful support to our students, 

staff, and families. 

 

Please help me welcome Ms. Sandra Uñates and Mrs. Frances Piazza de Kooker when you see them around 

the building over the coming weeks. We are truly blessed to have them joining our team! 

 

We are also currently seeking a School Kitchen Supervisor to join our school team. In addition, the parish is 

looking to fill a Coordinator of Sacramental Formation position. If you or someone you know is interested in 

becoming part of our welcoming faith community in either role, we encourage you to visit our employment post-

ings on the SJB website or contact the school office for more information. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and partnership with St. John the Baptist Catholic School. I hope to see 

many of you at one (or all!) of our upcoming events as we kick off another exciting school year together. Until 

then, enjoy the rest of your summer! We look forward to welcoming everyone back very soon. 

 
God bless, 
Mrs. Anna Nagle 
Interim Principal   
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District Busing 2026-2027 

If your family resides in the MV district or you utilize busing within the district boundaries, please take a few 
moments to complete the registration for the 2026-2027 school year. 

 
2026-2027 District Busing Registration Form 

 
Note: The registration form asks for Student ID, you may either leave this spot blank. 
 
Any families who utilize the two SJB charter buses to the Blaine area, registration for this ser-
vice will be coming soon. If you are new to St. John’s or have not utilized the Blaine charter bus-

es in the past, please email your interest to the school office (thienesj@stjohnnyb.org) so that we are sure to 
get you on the list for more information. Thank you. 

School Supply List 2026-2027 

The school supply list for the 2026-2027 school year is now available. Items should be brought with your 
child to Meet My Teacher Night on Wednesday, September 2nd. Find the list on the school website or 
pick up a printed copy at the school office. 

 

26-27 School Supply List 

Tuition Accounts for the 2026-2027 School Year 

Families should have received an email from TADS Tuition Management Company with information and a 
link to set up your tuition payments for the 2026-2027 school year. Please complete this setup as soon as 
possible as payments should begin in August. Payment options are outlined in the agreement but families 
will have the following options: 

1. Pay tuition in full by August 20th and receive $100 off.  

2. Pay tuition in 2 installments - the first  half in August 2026 and the second in 
January 2027.  

3. Pay your tuition in 10 monthly installments - August 2026 through May 
2027.  

Additional charges may be added to your accounts throughout the school year as necessary. These charges 
include athletic fees, activity fees, etc. These fees will be added to your regular tuition bill if possible. Pre-
school Care Crew and SJB J-Care charges will be billed separately and their due dates will be determined 
by Preschool and J-Care Directors. All extra charges will be withdrawn automatically from your account on 
file if your account is set for automatic withdrawal. If you manually make tuition payments, it will also be re-
quired to do so for any incidentals that are charged to your account.  

If you have questions or problems with the set up of your account, please contact the Tads helpline directly 
at 612-548-3320.  

If you have questions regarding the charges on your account, please contact Joy Thienes at 
thienesj@stjohnnyb.org.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSf6dRzaHAIdGvsNsGNtR1yhoTFLpvemT7Dwqua0ckP_Y6472A/viewform
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School Uniforms the 2026-27 School Year 

St. John the Baptist Catholic School has chosen to be a uniform-wearing school. It is very important that par-
ents read, know, and support the dress code. You can find the Uniform Policy on the school website:   

SJB Uniform Policy 

Uniform items may be purchased new at Donald’s Uniform or at the Used Uniform Sale on August 3rd. 

When you order online from Donald’s Uniform, you have the option to ship the items directly to SJB for free. 
Use the following coupon code:  STS1665. Shipments will go out approximately once per month. If you need 
your items sooner, please choose the Call When Ready In-Store Pickup option (no charge) or pay to have 
your items shipped to your home.  
 
Note: when items arrive at St. John’s, the office staff will contact you to let you know that items are here or 
will send them home with your student during the school year. You may pick up any items that arrive in Au-
gust at the school office or at Meet My Teacher Night. 

School Spirit and Feed Your Neighbor Fridays 

Each Friday during the school year, we have Spirit Wear Fridays where students are invited to wear their 
SJB spirit wear instead of regular uniforms. In combination with this, we ask all students to bring at least one 
item for the St. John’s Food Shelf. This item can be a non-perishable food item or a personal care item. You 
may also send money (cash or check to St. John’s) that will be used by the food shelf coordinators to pur-
chase items for the food shelf that are most needed. Thank you for your generosity as we Feed our Neigh-
bors and help those in need in our community. 

Each new student to SJB will receive one spirit t-shirt. For those who would like to order additional spirit 
wear items for your child or yourself, the online SJB Spirit Wear Shop is open for purchases any time during 
the year. Our supplier is The Branding Wearhouse, and families will be able to order spirit wear at any time 
and items will ship to school about once per month (for a small fee per item) or ship directly to your house 
(for a shipping fee). 

The store link may be found on our school website under School Life or on the Quick Links list or by clicking 
below 

SJB School Spirit Wear Ordering Link 

Summer Reading and Math Challenges 

Teachers are once again offering a Summer Reading Challenge for students and new this 
year is also a Summer Math Challenge. All students who will be entering grades K-8 in 
the fall of 2026 are eligible to participate. Find the challenge information on the school 
website. 

 

Summer Reading and Math Challenges 

https://donaldsuniform.com/
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026-2027-Uniform-Policy.pdf
https://donaldsuniform.com/
https://stjohnthebaptist.brandingwearhouse.com/
https://stjohnnyb.org/school-life/parent-resources/summer-challenges/
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Volunteering at SJB and Virtus 

As part of the tuition agreement, each SJB family with students in grades K-8 are asked to volunteer for a 
minimum of 25 hours throughout the school year. These hours can be completed through school and/or par-
ish activities as our hope is that you find ways to be involved in our entire SJB community. 
 
Volunteer Tracking:  Please keep track of the hours you volunteer throughout the school year. You may use 
the Volunteer Tracking Form or any other way that makes sense for you and your family. We will ask for 
hours to be submitted in the spring of 2026, but if you complete your hours early, they may be turned in to the 
school office at any time.  
 
Virtus:  Please note that any volunteer activities that involve our school students require the completion 
of VIRTUS. Virtus is an Archdiocesan requirement for all employees and volunteers who interact with minors. 
Volunteers are required to complete the “Essential Three” requirements (which must be renewed every 
three years), The E3 This includes completion of the VIRTUS training as well as submission of the Volunteer 
Application and a Background Check. 
 
Essential Three Requirements: 

• Background Check – all volunteers must undergo a criminal background check through McDowell Agen-
cy every three years.  McDowell is a licensed, private investigation firm specializing in background checks 
and pre-employment screening services. 

• Code of Conduct – Archdiocesan Code of Conduct for volunteers, establishes standards of ministerial 
behavior and appropriate boundaries for volunteers who have regular or unsupervised contact with mi-
nors. 

• Virtus safe Environment training – is a 70-95 minute online training module to better equip adults in 
protecting children in the world around them. 

 
Contact Alison Wacek with any questions:  waceka@stjohnnyb.org or 651-633-1522 x 1127 

Stockyard Days Parade - Saturday, August 8th 

Please save the date! St. John’s School will again be participating in the New Brighton Stockyard Days Pa-
rade on Saturday, August 8th, and we would love for you to join us! 
 
We are looking for students and parents to wear their SJB Spirit Wear or school colors (blue and white) and 
join us in promoting our school. Participating students will earn a non-uniform pass, and parents will earn 
volunteer hours. All students must be accompanied by an adult. This is a great way to earn some volunteer 
hours before the school year begins!  
 
We will be walking the route again this year. Strollers and/or wagons are encouraged. Please wear comforta-
ble shoes, bring a water bottle, and wear sunscreen – a backpack may be a good idea to carry belongings. 
We will be handing out candy along the parade route and providing postcards and chip clips to those who 
inquire. We will also have two individuals carrying a sign to identify who we are. 
 
The parade begins at 10am, so participants should plan to arrive by 9:45am. The parade route begins right 
by St. John’s and we are typically staged in the Parish parking lot; however, 
we have not been given the official line-up yet. Watch for further details as the 
date gets closer. 
 
Please complete this short google form to let us know you are coming (not 
required, but it will assist us in being ready and have non-uniform passes 
available). We hope to see many of our St. John’s families at the parade!  

https://donaldsuniform.com/
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/Volunteer-Tracking-Form-2022.pdf
https://stjohnnyb.org/school-life/parent-resources/involvement/virtus/
mailto:waceka@stjohnnyb.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeog1imkWrY2-tjdQY9eGQb1dpJQADTL0uMsXLHX2KIm6xL4g/viewform?pli=1
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We are Creating a 125th Anniversary Photo Directory! We need YOU to make it complete! 
 
Our Photo Dates are: Tuesday – Saturday, August 18 – 22 | Tuesday – Saturday, August 25 – 29 
 
Weekday Photo Hours: 2:00 – 8:30 | Saturday Photo Hours: 9:00 – 3:00 
 
Enter mn681 in the Church Code field – Enter paul in the Church Password field. 
 
Appointments fill up quickly, so schedule as soon as possible to get the best time for you. If your family is 5 
or more members please use two time slots when you sign up. 
 
We need YOU to make our 125th Anniversary Directory complete! Plus, you get a free 8 x 10 portrait and a 

free Anniversary Directory just for being photographed. 

PHOTO APPOINTMENTS 

Registration is open for our 2026-2027 Formation Programs: Sunday School, First Sacraments, Family For-
mation, Middle School Formation and Confirmation. Use the button below to get to our registration page. Ear-
ly rate is available until tomorrow, July 31. 
 
For more information on the programs, see the website or contact the program coordinator. 

Register for Sacraments - Early Bird Pricing Ends July 31 

Church Photo Directory 

Register Today! 

https://schedule.ucdir.com/
https://stjohnnb.com/faith-formation/registrations/

