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From the Principal

Greetings from the Principal’s Office! As we enter the beautiful season of Advent, we are reminded of the
quiet hope and anticipation that prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ. Advent invites us to pause
amid the busyness of December, to reflect on God’s promise, and to practice patience, kindness, and grati-
tude.

In our classrooms and throughout our Catholic school, students are learning about the significance of this
sacred season—Ilighting our Advent wreaths, sharing daily prayers, and participating in acts of service that
bring Christ’s light to others through our Advent Calendars, which were distributed to students this past
week. We encourage families to join us in these simple yet meaningful traditions at home as we journey
together toward Christmas.

The halls are already alive with excitement as students have been rehearsing for our upcoming Christmas
concerts. These events are always a highlight of the year, offering students a joyful opportunity to share
their gifts and celebrate the spirit of Christmas with our community. We look forward to celebrating with you
and welcoming the season through music, storytelling, and student talent. See below for details on each of
the concerts.

We would like to inform you about an upcoming wall construction project designed to enhance the overall

safety and security of our Catholic school building entrances. This work is part of our ongoing commitment

to providing a safe, welcoming, and supportive learning environment for all students, faculty, and staff at
SJB. The two walls that will be constructed will allow the school to remain secure while
continuing to operate as part of our united parish community. We will provide more de-
tails shortly about the timelines and logistics of this construction project.

As we prepare our hearts for Christmas, may this season bring hope, peace, and joy to
your family. Thank you for your continued trust, support, and partnership. Wishing you a
blessed Advent season!

God bless,
Dr. Weingartz



https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/25-26-School-Calendar.pdf
https://stjohnnyb.org/academics/grades/preschool/
https://stjohnnyb.org/school-life/parent-resources/involvement/virtus/
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Application-for-Educational-Benefits-Packet-25-26-English.pdf
https://stjohnthebaptist.brandingwearhouse.com/
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Christmas Concerts 2025

Our Christmas concerts are an annual tradition at St. John the Baptist School and the students have been
working hard and are looking forward to celebrating Advent and the Christmas season with you at the 2025
Christmas Concerts!

Below is information on each of the concerts and requested dress for the stu-
dents:

Preschool - Grade 2 Concert

Our Preschool-2nd grade Christmas concert will be held on Friday, December
12th at 1:00 pm in the church.

Preschool: Preschool teachers will reach out to you with more drop off de-

tails.

Doors open for parents at 12:30 pm.

K-2 students may come out of uniform on this day.

All Preschool - 2nd students should dress their best or wear festive Christmas attire. No jeans, please.

Grade 3-8 Concert
Our 3rd-8th grade Christmas concert will be held on Tuesday, December 16th at 7:00 pm in the church.

*  Arrival: Please have your child meet their teacher at their classroom no later than 6:45pm, ready to go
and with no belongings - this includes cell phones! All items should go with parents. Coats may be
hung in the coat closet in the church plaza. Students will NOT be returning to their classrooms follow-
ing the program.

*  Doors open for parents and student drop off at 6:30 pm.

Dress Code for grades 3-8: We ask that students dress their best for this special event.

GIRLS:

¢ Dress, skirt, dress pants with a nice shirt or sweater (Dress / skirt length should be at least
finger-tip length)

¢ No jeans, tennis shoes, jeggings, or leggings as pants

¢ Please be mindful of heel height, as students will be on risers

¢ Straps should be a minimum of three-fingers wide or a sweater should be worn

Boys:

¢ Dress pants with a dress shirt (tie optional) or sweater

¢ No jeans, sweatpants, or tennis shoes

¢ No t-shirts, sweatshirts, jerseys, etc.

Attendance at the Christmas concert is a significant part of your child’s music grade. If there is any reason
your child cannot attend, please communicate with Mrs. AnnaMarie Pilon (pilona@stjohnnyb.org) directly
to ensure they can be excused.

Christmas Shoppe at SJB

The SJB Christmas Shoppe is coming next week!

Our SJB Christmas Shoppe will be open on Tuesday, December 9th and Wednesday, December 10th
in the Science Lab during school hours. The Christmas Shoppe is run by the PTO and allows our stu-
dents (in grades K-8) the opportunity to buy Christmas gifts for their family and friends. Each
classroom will visit the Christmas Shoppe during the two days. This is an optional activity, but one
that students really enjoy! Watch for more information to come next week!

Students will be bringing home an envelope with a shopping list to use for their shopping trip.



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D49A9AE29ABFF2-58335019-sjbfall#/
https://spmcatholicschools.org/2026-catholic-school-visual-arts-exhibition/
mailto:pilona@stjohnnyb.org
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We are collecting
testimonials for
marketing initiatives,

' and we would love to @
hear from YOU!

Testimonial Link

Scan the QR code
to share your
thoughts!

Report Cards for Trimester 1 Now Available

Trimester One report cards are now available in Educate. After logging in, click on School, and =i ¥

then click on Students. Click on your child's name, and then click on Report Cards. Bl\
B
If you are unsure of your login information, please contact Michelle Barsness at bars-

nessm@stjohnnyb.org. If you have any questions about your child's grade(s), please contact
their teachers directly.

No Afternoon J-Care on December 12

On Friday, December 12, there will be NO after-school J-Care offered. Please plan
accordingly.

Questions? Contact Miss MacKenzie Kantor at kantorm@stjohnnyb.org

December After-School Art

Ms. Perez is offering four after-school art classes for K-8 students in December - there
is still room in the two classes below:

Stick Doll Nativity - December 11th, Grades K-8 $25
Clothes Pin Nativity - December 15th, Grades K-8 $25

Find complete class descriptions and register on the Art Page of the SJB website or by clicking the links
below:

December Class Descriptions December Art Class Registration ]



https://spmcatholicschools.org/2026-catholic-school-visual-arts-exhibition/
mailto:kantorm@stjohnnyb.org
https://donaldsuniform.com/
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/December-After-School-Art-2025.pdf
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/508054BACAA22A6FC1-60769101-december#/
https://educate.tads.com/educate/school/default.cfm
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Wines to Wishes 2026

Wines to Wishes is St. John the Baptist School’s premier event that both funds critical school needs and
celebrates over 70 years of faith-filled excellence in education. This year’s event will be held on Saturday,
January 31, 2026. The evening will feature a silent and live auction, delicious food and desserts, refresh-
ments including wine, beer, and cocktails, and fun games and music for your entertainment. Wines to
Wishes has always been a wonderful opportunity for our community to come together, connect, and cele-
brate all that makes St. John’s special.

Fund-A-Need 2026: The SJB community is comprised of individuals who care deeply for our students -
not only in their academic and spiritual growth, but also in their safety and well-being. In recent years,
we’'ve made important strides to strengthen our school’s safety and security. This year, it is more appar-
ent than ever that enhancing our overall campus security is our top priority. Thus, the proceeds from this
year’s event will support general school safety and security upgrades including upgraded classroom
doors and additional facility improvements. These measures are essential to ensuring that every student
and staff member continues to learn and work in a safe, protected environment. As always, funds raised
beyond our Fund-a-Need goal will benefit our tuition endowment fund, helping ensure a strong future for
our students.

We need help from you! We need your help make this a successful event! We are currently looking for
donations for our silent auction. Silent auction items can be popular electronics, wine/liquor,
housewares, popular toys/activities for kids - use your imagination and get creative! You can put together
a full basket of items (we have baskets and will handle the wrapping), or donate individual items that can
be combined into a basket. Check out our Target and Amazon wish lists if you want some ideas. Don’t
want to shop? Monetary funds will be happily accepted and we’ll do the shopping for you!

Target Wish List Amazon Wish List Gift Card Wish List

Each homeroom also has a Class Basket theme that you can help to fill. The class whose class basket
“earns” the most at W2W will receive a Donut Palooza for their class! Check in with your child’s teacher
if you need the Class Basket theme for your child’s class.

Follow the Wines to Wishes Facebook and Instagram pages for the latest gala information and then
share the posts to your friends and family! We are constantly posting live and silent auction items that will
be offered to bid on at W2W 2026.

Facebook: Wines to Wishes - St John the Baptist  Instagram: winestowishes

Save the Date and plan to join us for
Wines to Wishes 2026 on Saturday, January 31, 2026!

Invitations coming soon!



https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=b8241250-9e1c-11f0-ace0-79791efa2a34
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WTIR3A96O1BI?type=wishlist&filter=unpurchased&sort=priority&viewType=grid
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAEA62AA7FFC70-59273305-gift#/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581555051205
https://www.instagram.com/winestowishes/

SJB Parish News

Solemnity of the Immaculate Learn More Tﬁ’*‘ Knights of

Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary Here XY/ Columbus’

Monday, December 8, 2025

Holy Mass at 6:30 am, 8:30 am,
5:30 pm, and 7:00 pm

Email Jim to enter the contest, then Two brackets:
drop your 2 dozen cookies off at the Ages | - 18
Welcome Desk between 11:00 am A 19 - 200
ol ) . and noon on Saturday, December 13. ges 3
ThlS 1S a Holy Day Of Obllgatlon’ Winners will be announced after the

10:30 am Mass on Sunday, December Only 20 entries
which means it is a day that you 14 with cash prizes awarded! per bracket

must attend HOIY Mass. SLth‘Ba st Send entries and questions to

Jim at jrbrandt7@icloud.com

From Rome to
Home Pilgrimage

Join us on Saturday, January 24 from 8:00 am - 2:30 pm

On this trip:
«+ Depart from St. John’s at 8:00 am
« Transportation by bus
« Visit historic St. Peter’s Church
- Holy Mass
« Tour of the Vatican Unveiled Display at the Mall of America
o The largest collection of Papal artifacts outside of the Vatican
« Lunch at MOA Food Court (pay on your own)
+ Return to St. John’s by 2:30 pm

$30 per person
®hnBapti
vhn!Ba tist Questions? Email Joseph at huebli@stjohnnyb.org
or on our parish website: stjohnnb.com

[ Register Today! ] [ Register Here]

St. Peter’s

Church in

Mendota
Heights



https://stjohnnb.com/cookie/
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/dc046dd0-462e-438d-882e-df9f9cfeb0e4
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/fbcda43e-4012-4867-95fb-5d19fd9c03e7

