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From the Principal

Greetings from the Principal’s Office! As we continue to journey through the Advent season, my heart is
filled with joy and gratitude for our St. John the Baptist community. Advent is a time of hopeful anticipa-
tion—a season when we pause, reflect, and prepare for the coming of Christ with hearts full of wonder. In
our hallways and classrooms, that sense of expectation is alive and vibrant. Students are learning, serving,
and growing in ways that reflect the light and love at the very center of this season.

This time of year reminds us that small acts of kindness can illuminate even the darkest days, and | am
continually inspired by the compassion and enthusiasm your children bring to our Catholic school. Their
smiles, curiosity, and eagerness to learn help create a positive and Joy-filled culture where every child
feels valued, loved, and supported.

As winter settles in around us, we are reminded of the need for extra care and mindfulness. The colder
weather, shorter days, and occasional slippery conditions mean that travel to and from school can require
a bit more caution. Please take your time on the roads, encourage your children to dress warmly, and plan
a few extra minutes for safe arrival and dismissal. Your partnership in keeping everyone safe is deeply ap-
preciated.

As we journey through Advent together, may we all embrace the joy, hope, and peace that this season of-

fers. Thank you for your partnership, your prayers, and your unwavering support. It is a blessing to share
this sacred time with each of you, and | look forward to the many ways we will continue to
grow as a community rooted in faith and excellence. A great example of this will be see-
ing so many of you this week and next, at our SJB Christmas concerts!

Wishing you and your families a joyful Advent filled with anticipation, gratitude, and God’s
abundant grace.

God bless,
Dr. Weingartz



https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/25-26-School-Calendar.pdf
https://stjohnnyb.org/academics/grades/preschool/
https://stjohnnyb.org/school-life/parent-resources/involvement/virtus/
https://stjohnnyb.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/Application-for-Educational-Benefits-Packet-25-26-English.pdf
https://stjohnthebaptist.brandingwearhouse.com/
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Christmas Concerts 2025

Our Christmas concerts are an annual tradition at St. John the Baptist School and the students have been
working hard and are looking forward to celebrating Advent and the Christmas sea-
son with you at the 2025 Christmas Concerts!

Below is information on each of the concerts and requested dress for the students:

Preschool - Grade 2 Concert

Our Preschool-2nd grade Christmas concert will be held on Friday, December
12th at 1:00 pm in the church.

*  Preschool: Preschool teachers will reach out to you with more drop off details.

* Doors open for parents at 12:30 pm.

*x  K-2 students may come out of uniform on this day.

*  All Preschool - 2nd students should dress their best or wear festive Christmas attire. No jeans, please.

If you plan to have your older child (gr 3-8) attend the concert with you on
Friday and leave following, please complete this short google form:
https://forms.gle/5u3VolLDk3t4u21MB6

{Preschool - Grade 2 Christmas Concert Livestream Link}

Grade 3-8 Concert
Our 3rd-8th grade Christmas concert will be held on Tuesday, December 16th at 7:00 pm in the church.

*  Arrival: Please have your child meet their teacher at their classroom no later than 6:45pm, ready to go
and with no belongings - this includes cell phones! All items should go with parents. Coats may be
hung in the coat closet in the church plaza. Students will NOT be returning to their classrooms follow-
ing the program.

* Doors open for parents and student drop off at 6:30 pm.

Dress Code for grades 3-8: We ask that students dress their best for this special event.

GIRLS:

¢ Dress, skirt, dress pants with a nice shirt or sweater (Dress / skirt length should be at least
finger-tip length)

¢ No jeans, tennis shoes, jeggings, or leggings as pants

¢ Please be mindful of heel height, as students will be on risers

¢ Straps should be a minimum of three-fingers wide or a sweater should be worn

Boys:

¢ Dress pants with a dress shirt (tie optional) or sweater

¢ No jeans, sweatpants, or tennis shoes

¢ No t-shirts, sweatshirts, jerseys, etc.

Attendance at the Christmas concert is a significant part of your child’'s music grade. If there is any reason
your child cannot attend, please communicate with Mrs. AnnaMarie Pilon (pilona@stjohnnyb.org) directly
to ensure they can be excused.

[ Grade 3-8 Christmas Concert Livestream Link ]



https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040D49A9AE29ABFF2-58335019-sjbfall#/
https://spmcatholicschools.org/2026-catholic-school-visual-arts-exhibition/
https://forms.gle/5u3VoLDk3t4u21MB6
mailto:pilona@stjohnnyb.org
https://youtube.com/live/AYm3DjwEqIw?feature=share
https://youtube.com/live/QjCBAuJVsCI?feature=share
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No Afternoon J-Care on December 12

On Friday, December 12, there will be NO after-school J-Care offered. Please plan .
accordingly. | -
Questions? Contact Miss MacKenzie Kantor at kantorm@stjohnnyb.org ‘

Report Cards for Trimester 1 Now Available
Trimester One report cards are now available in Educate. After logging in, click on School, 3&?2‘—‘355‘39" \
and then click on Students. Click on your child's name, and then click on Report Cards.

If you are unsure of your login information, please contact Michelle Barsness at bars-
nessm@stjohnnyb.org. If you have any questions about your child's grade(s), please contact
their teachers directly.

We are collecting
testimonials for
marketing initiatives,
and we would love to @

hear from YOU!

Testimonial Link

Scan the QR code
to share your
thoughts!
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https://spmcatholicschools.org/2026-catholic-school-visual-arts-exhibition/
mailto:kantorm@stjohnnyb.org
https://donaldsuniform.com/
https://educate.tads.com/educate/school/default.cfm
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSca2SFoBgkE7oho7cIpN5g5HfKhZZxD_bf_2-7koHswS93nFA/viewform
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Wines to Wishes 2026

Invitations went home this week - one per family with the oldest child. Register now
to join us for Wines to Wishes 2026 on January 31st! Register before January 9th to
be entered into a drawing for VIP parking the night of the event plus 4 free drink tick-

ets.

We are still in need of items for our silent auction! We need your help make this

a successful event! Silent auction items can be popular electronics, wine/liquor,

housewares, popular toys/activities for kids - use your imagination and get creative! You can put together
a full basket of items (we have baskets and will handle the wrapping if you'd like), or donate individual
items that can be combined into a basket. Check out our Target and Amazon wish lists if you want some
ideas. Don’t want to shop? Monetary funds will be happily accepted and we’ll do the shopping for you!

Target Wish List

Amazon Wish List

Gift Card Wish List

Class Baskets: Donations for your child’s Class Basket theme are due Friday, December 19th. The
class whose class basket “earns” the most at W2W will receive a Donut Palooza for their class!

LET THE d
GAMES BEGIN! a0,

60 FOR THE GOLD AND JOIN_
FATHER PAUL IN SOME PRE-GAME FUN!

BEFORE THE BIG EVENT, WARM
UP WITH OUR OLYMPIC-
THEMED

PRE-GAME PARTY! >
JANUARY 31, 2026 W
4:30-5:30 PM

OLYMPIC VILLAGE k.

(AKA THE RECTORY :

PIER 153 - TIKI BAR) It ryeiry
IS NOW

OPEN

DRINKS & APPETIZERS
PROVIDED

JOIN UP TO 24 S)B ATHLETES
AS WE LIGHT THE TORCH AND
CELEBRATE COMMUNITY, FUN,
AND FRIENDLY COMPETITION
— ALL FOR A GREAT CAUSE!

‘ BUY IN COST:
= - $30.00 PER PERSON i

§ { WINES TO WISHES 2026

Come to Wines to Wishes and check out our
party options like this Bubbles & Blooms event!

pic Village! Limited to the first 24 SJB Ath-
letes! Click HERE to register!

~ Join Father Paul before the event at the Olym- B

Subbles O
Blooms

Sip, snip, and savor as the sun sets!
Come enjoy a relaxing evening surrounded by blooms, bubbles,
and friends - all while supporting our SJB community!

siy1s | THURSDAY | 7-9pm

FOOD . DRINK . FLOWERS

Branch and Bloom Flower Farm
13401 Radisson Road NE, Ham Lake, MN 55304

The first 20 lucky SJB participants to sign up will enjoy:
* Picking their own fresh bouquets of flowers
* Prosecco and wine
* Light snacks and great company

" \ ‘ ES TO WISHES 2026
\;)5\ § » :
AR A Ve
“N A R _\ 1 ey fe.

Follow the Wines to Wishes Facebook and Instagram pages for the latest gala information and then
share the posts to your friends and family! We are constantly posting live and silent auction items that will

be offered to bid on at W2W 2026.

Facebook: Wines to Wishes - St John the Baptist

Instagram: winestowishes



https://www.target.com/gift-registry/gift-giver?registryId=b8241250-9e1c-11f0-ace0-79791efa2a34
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/WTIR3A96O1BI?type=wishlist&filter=unpurchased&sort=priority&viewType=grid
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4BAEA62AA7FFC70-59273305-gift#/
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61581555051205
https://www.instagram.com/winestowishes/
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/d19301e7-f50f-418c-ae70-fe6f283e9e78

SJB Parish News

Happy Birthday Jesusl!

Is your family planning to attend the Christmas Eve Mass at 4:00pm at SUB? We are
going to celebrate Jesus’ Birthday in a special way and we want to involve your chil-
dren!

What should you do? Have your child or children make and bring a birthday card
for Jesus. During the offertory time during Mass, he/she should bring up their birth-
day card for Jesus and place it in the special basket. Be sure to include your child’s
name on the card.

At the end of Mass we will sing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus and then draw a card
out of the basket of cards. The creator of the card will get to take home Jesus’ birth-
day cake!

Every child is invited to make a card.
MAKE SURE YOUR CHILD’S NAME IS CLEARLY PRINTED ON THE BIRTHDAY CARD!




SJB Parish News

Journey to the Inn

- Saturday, January 3, 2026
5:30-7:30 pm

4:30-5:30 pm ~ Mass
5:30 pm ~ Pasta dinner for purchase from the Knights of Columbus

6:15 pm ~ Bible reading and songs in the Church
Candlelight procession and caroling with the Wise Men
to the Live Nativity at the stable

Hot chocolate and cookies in St. Joseph Hall %—t?hn‘gBa tist
CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL

From Rome to Ice Fishing with
Home Pilgrimage [§| &t s sl

Join us on Saturday, January 24 from 8:00 am - 2:30 pm

On this trip:
- Depart from St. John's at 8:00 am
« Transportation by bus
- Visit historic St. Peter’s Church
- Holy Mass
« Tour of the Vatican Unveiled Display at the Mall of America
o The largest collection of Papal artifacts outside of the Vatican
« Lunch at MOA Food Court (pay on your own)
+ Return to St. John’s by 2:30 pm

N
$30 per person < 7
= ] i £ : o
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[ Register Here ]

or on our parish website: stjohnnb.com

[ Register Today! ]



https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/dc046dd0-462e-438d-882e-df9f9cfeb0e4
https://giving.parishsoft.com/App/Form/fbcda43e-4012-4867-95fb-5d19fd9c03e7

