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Kindergarten

Information Night
Join us for a Kindergarten Infor-
mation Night via Zoom on Thursday,
January 21st from 6:30p-7:30p for
families interested in learning about
Kindergarten at St. John’s for the
2021-2022 school year.

Join Zoom Meeting by clicking here
Meeting ID: 260 965 2601
Passcode: 416940

We are also excited to announce a
Kindergarten Enrollment Incentive!
Register for kindergarten by January
31st and receive a $200 tuition dis-
count on your 2021-2022 tuition.
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’$200 Tuition Discount
Rindergarten

Enrollment Incentive

Register for kindergarten at
St. John the Baptist Catholic School
x by January 31 and receive a discount on
your 2021-22 kindergarten tuition.

Principal’s Bulletin

From the Principal

Happy January! As we come up on this long weekend celebrating Martin Luther King,
Jr. Let us remember his message of freedom, equality, justice, and love. The Catholic
Church has a long of history of working towards these same goals from St. Martin De
Porres to Dorothy Day and others in between. Let us all find ways we can work to-
wards this goal. A reminder that there is NO SCHOOL for students on Monday due to
the holiday.

This month’s virtue that we are practicing is fidelity. Fidelity is being faithful to the
promises and commitments we make. This is a wonderful virtue to practice especially
in this year. Some of the saints we are learning about who lived this virtue well are St.
Cecilia, Blessed Luigi and Maria Beltrame Quattrocchi, and St. Gianna.

NWEA winter testing has begun and will continue through January 29"". All students in
grades K-8 will test in Math and Language Arts/Reading only. We use these winter
tests to look at student progress so far this year and to set additional goals for stu-
dents. Please consult your child’s teacher or the weekly calendars regarding their test-
ing schedule.

We will be having our Accreditation visit Monday, January 18th and Tuesday, January
19th. On Monday, the accreditation team will be interviewing staff and reviewing our
self-study report. On Tuesday, they will be visiting some of the classrooms and contin-
uing their work. You may see them around during pick and drop off and some of you
may even be contacted to talk about your experience at St. John’s.

Catholic Schools Week (CSW) is coming up and as with many things this school year, it
will look a little different, but we will still take time to celebrate our Catholic School
and have a little fun! CSW will begin on February 1st. Our theme this year is the Olym-
pics and each class will choose a country to represent them for the week. There will
be a trivia contest where classrooms will earn medals, dress days for students, a raffle
and some outdoor fun. See below for more details.

Wines to Wishes, our annual fundraising event, is just 3 weeks away. While we will not
be able to meet in person on February 6™, we will still hold a livestreamed event and
virtual auction to raise money for our school. Please visit our website,
www.winestowishes.com, to learn more about our event, sponsorships, event regis-
tration, donations, and this year's Fund-A-Need. We hope to have answered most
questions on the various pages. The Donations page on our website explains how we
are handling donations this year. In an attempt to make life easier, we have an Ama-
zon and Target wish list for those who would like to donate to our auction. Shop from
the comfort of your home and have items shipped directly to school. Monetary dona-
tions will also be accepted if you would like us to do the shopping for you! Please
know that if you have a donation idea that is not on these lists, we would still love to
include it in our auction! Please reach out to Michelle Barsness, W2W Chairperson, at
barsnessm@stjohnnyb.org.

Current families with students in preschool through grade 7 should expect to see an
email from TADS on Friday, January 15" with information on how to reenroll for the
2021-2022 school year. Please be sure to log in to TADS to take care of this process at
your earliest convenience. Current families should complete this reenrollment by Jan-
uary 31st. Currently, our classroom cap is set at 20 students due to COVID-19 require-
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ments and many of our classes are at capacity. We will begin to accept applications from new families on Monday,
January 18", but we will hold spots for current students through the end of the month. If you are a current family
and would like to register a new student from your household, you will have the option to add a student during the
reenrollment process. As a reminder, the tuition rates will not be changing — they will stay the same as this year. If
you have any questions about the reenrollment process, please contact Michelle Barsness at bars-
nessm(@stjohnnyb.org or 651-633-1522 x 1114.

COVID UPDATE: Thank you for all your patience and diligence during this pandemic to assist us in keeping students in
school. As was communicated earlier this week, we have made a couple changes to our quarantine times based on
changes that have come out from the CDC and MDH. These changes are for K-8 students only. Preschool should con-
tinue to follow the direction of the Preschool Director.

Quarantine Requirements for Grades K-8: Updated 1/11/21

1. If astudentis exposed to a positive COVID-19 case at school or outside the home, the student will need to quar-
antine for 10 days from the last exposure and may return on day 11. They need to be symptom free and need to con-
tinue to monitor symptoms. If symptoms develop at any time during the quarantine, then the length of quarantine
changes.

2. If astudentis exposed to a positive case in their home, the student will need to quarantine for 14 days from the
last exposure and may return on day 15. If symptoms develop at any time during the quarantine, then the length of
quarantine changes.

As always, please continue to monitor for symptoms and keep your child home if they have symptoms (no matter
how mild) or if someone in your family has symptoms or has been exposed. Contact the school as soon as possible,
so we can determine your child’s return date. Please review the MDH guidance here.

Students will be practicing a Lockdown Drill tomorrow at school. This will be a modified practice to take into account
COVID-19 protocols for distancing. Teachers have talked about what would happen during a lockdown with students
at an age-appropriate level. Lockdown drills are done to help the students be safe and to assist them in knowing
what to do if an intruder or an emergency should occur that would warrant locking the building.

Finally, with the winter weather we have forecasted for tonight and tomorrow, a reminder that if the weather war-

rants a school closing, families will be notified in the following ways:

e Parents/Guardians will receive an email via Educate notifying you of the closure

e The closure would be listed on the major local news networks (4 - WCCO, 5 - KSTP, 9 - KMSP, 11 - KARE) - look for
St. John’s New Brighton

e The closure would be listed on our school website: www.stjohnnyb.org

We do not anticipate that there will be a snow day, however, we want families to know where to look for this infor-

mation in the event that changes.

Have a wonderful long weekend!
Ms. Ann Laird, Principal

CSW Teacher Raffle

During Catholic Schools Week each year, SJB staff put to-

gether baskets for a student raffle. Students may pur-
chase raffle tickets for a chance to win one of these bas-
kets. Each student will get an order form the
week of Jan 25™ to complete and return with
money. Ticket orders will be filled and re-
turned to the students. No tickets will be

sold after Feb 4™ and all tickets are due back

Feb 5%, Tickets are 25 cents each or 5/$1.00. Baskets will
be raffled off on Friday, February 5th. Watch for more in-
formation next week on the baskets!

Middle School Open Youth Room is Back!

Open Youth Room for Middle School students will start
back again on Thursday, January 21st from 2:30-4pm in the
youth room.

Middle School Youth group will also start
= again this week on Wednesday, January
20" from 6:30-8pm in the youth room

YOUTH
GROUP A
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Celebrating
our Catholic School
CSW 2021 Catholic Schooulc;

Faith. Excellence. Service.

CATHOLIC CHURCH & SCHOOL

Monday, February 1°° — Celebrating our Community

D Island Dress Day — Wear something beachy (shorts, t-shirts, tropical
themed shirts, sunglasses, beach hats, jeans are ok)

We will thank our bus drivers, police officers, fire fighters and delivery people

Tuesday, February 2" — Celebrating Vocations and the Feast of the
Presentation of the Lord

‘ Flannel Day (wear your best flannel shirt, jeans are ok)
VVocation presentation TBD

Wednesday, February 3™ — Celebrating our World
N YVYY: \ Countries of the World Dress Day — Wear the colors of the flag for
\ \ | your homeroom. Jeans are ok.

All School Read-in Day

Thursday, February 4™ — Celebrating our Volunteers

““ Couch Potato Day — Wear clothes to relax and lay around in

== (sweatpants, sweatshirt, etc. NO pajamas)

Students will be thanking their parents and volunteers - it’s a surprise!

Movie and popcorn for students

Friday, February 5% - Celebrating our Students

i School Spirit and crazy socks.

N » All School Bingo, Teacher Raffle Drawing, Trivia Contest Medals an-
hounced

Outside activities for students - students should have winter gear - snow-
pants, boots, mittens/gloves, hats, etc.

Saturday, February 6 — Wines to Wishes



