December 6, 2018

From the Principal

Upcoming Events

Blessings on this first week of Advent and Happy St. Nicholas Day!

December 7

St. Nicholas and his helpers visited St. John’s today and left a gift (candy cane and prayer
card) in each of our students’ shoes. St. Nicholas is a wonderful example of self giving
and charity for us and a great reminder to think of others during this Advent Season.

School Spirit Day
Bags of Joy Donations Due
Geography Club, 2:30pm

December 11
Santa’s Shop

As we begin this season of Advent, we encourage you to take part in the Best Advent
Ever to “rediscover the joy of Christmas.” This is a free email program to help you focus
on the true meaning of Christmas during this busy time. You will receive a daily email
during the Advent season with short videos, tips and stories. See below for more information or go to www.BestAdventEver.com/AlmostChristmas to sign up.

December 12

Join us this evening for our Christmas Band Concert at 7:00pm in the church. The staff
and students were treated to their performances this afternoon and we have some talented musicians here at St. John’s!

December 18

Tomorrow is the final day to bring in donations for our Advent service Project, Bags of
Joy - helping the homeless by creating outreach bags for those in need in our community. We are still short of supplies to put these bags together in some grades so we need
your help. See below for details on what items to bring.

Preschool - Stages Theatre

December 14
School Spirit Day

December 17
Quiz Bowl - Gr. 8
Christmas Program, 7:00pm

December 20
Class Christmas Parties

December 21-January 1
Christmas Break

January 2
School Resumes

December 8th is a Holy Day of Obligation: The Feast of the Immaculate Conception.
Masses here at St. John’s will be held on Friday, December 7th at 7:00 pm or Saturday,
December 8th at 8:30am. This is not only a Holy Day but also the patronal feast of the
United States. See you at Mass.
Our annual Santa’s Shop will be held next week on Tuesday, December 11th. This is a
PTO sponsored event where our students have the option to purchase Christmas presents for Mom/Dad/Grandparents/Siblings/Pets. All classes in K-8 will visit the shop, but
students are not required to purchase items. Envelopes/lists will be sent home with students tomorrow (in grades K-5). You may send cash or check (payable to St. John’s) in an
envelope with your child for purchases - please make sure to label with their name/
room number.
Mrs. Karen Braun from the kitchen staff has taken a new job. Her last day with us will be
next Thursday, December 13th. Mrs. Braun has been with St. John’s for many years in
several roles and we thank her for all she has done and we wish her well with her new
opportunity.
Finally, a couple of upcoming dates and events to keep in mind:
•

Our second graders will be receiving the sacrament of Reconciliation for the first
time on Saturday, December 15th. Please keep them in your prayers.

•

Our annual K-8 Christmas Program is on Tuesday, December 18th at 7pm in the
church. See more details on this evening below.

Mrs. Carroll and the
Student Ambassadors are
looking for a
refrigerator-sized box.
If you have one available,
please contact her at
carrollj@stjohnnyb.org.

•

Christmas Program 2018
The Christmas Program will take
place TUESDAY, DECEMBER 18TH
at 7:00PM in the Church. Students should arrive at 6:30PM
and proceed to their classroom
(exceptions: Wind Symphony and
8th Grade). Parents should take
all students’ outerwear (coats,
hats, etc.) since the students will
not return to their classrooms
following the program.

Concert Dress
Students are asked to dress in
their “Sunday Best” for their performances.
Boys: may wear nice pants/
slacks (no jeans) and a nice shirt
(no t-shirts). They may also wear
a tie, sweater, vest, or dress jacket. All shoes need to be dressy,
no sneakers or sports footwear.
Girls: may wear dress pants/
slacks and a nice shirt, skirt and
top, or dress (no jeans). All skirts/
dresses need to be knee length
or longer and all tops need to
have sleeves. If the top does not
have sleeves, it needs to be worn
with a sweater or jacket that
does have sleeves. All shoes must
cover the toes and heel.
*All students are encouraged to
wear Christmas colors (red,
green, gold, silver, white), but it
is not required.*
If you have any questions or
would like to help out with the
Christmas Program, please contact Mrs. Johnston:
651-633-1522 x 1204
johnstons@stjohnnyb.org.
Thank you for your support, and
we look forward to seeing you on
December 18th!
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Thursday, December 20th is the last day of school for students before Christmas
break. Students may be out of uniform on this date and should plan to wear Christmas colors to celebrate the season. School will resume after the break on Wednesday,
January 2nd. J-Care is available on December 21st, 27th, and 28th only. See below for
more information on J-Care activities on these dates.

Have a wonderful weekend!
Ann Laird, Principal

Bags of Joy - Advent Service Project
This year for our Advent Service Project, St. John’s will be creating homeless outreach bags
for people in need in our community. Tomorrow is the final day for donations!
Kg– Chapstick
1st - Hand/Foot warmers
2nd - Individually wrapped toothbrushes
3rd - Toothpaste
4th - Socks

5th - Soup (tab open cans)
6th - mini hand sanitizer
7th - Fruit cups
8th - Granola Bars
All - Candy

Students will assemble the bags in class and will be able to see first-hand the generosity in
our school! Each student will also take a bag home to personally deliver the next time you
drive by or see someone in need.

Box Tops Collection Contest - Through December 7th
Tomorrow, Friday, December 7th is the final turn-in date for the current Box tops collection
contest! The grade that turns in the most valid (non-expired) Box Tops by tomorrow will be rewarded with a day to wear comfy clothes and receive a hot
chocolate treat! (Date to be identified by the teachers of the winning grade)

Santa’s Shop
Our store will be open for the students to shop on Tuesday, December 11 th. All Classrooms
will have the opportunity to visit Santa’s Shop. Envelopes/lists will go home tomorrow with students. Please send a re-useable bag with your child to help
transport gifts home. Prayer partners will help younger students wrap their gifts
too. Please make sure to send cash or check (payable to St. John’s) for purchasing gifts! If you are interested in volunteering please contact Julie Thomas at
lovemy2girls2121@gmail.com

News from the SJB Student Ambassadors
The Student Ambassadors will be selling Santa-grams next week on Dec. 1214. These are notes that can be sent to friends at school to wish them a Merry Christmas. The cost is 25¢ each or 5/$1.00.
The Ambassadors will also be sponsoring a Christmas Coloring Contest. Coloring sheets will be handed out to students on Dec 12th and are due back by
Monday, December 17th. This is an optional activity for students.

SJB Parish News
The Catholic Watchmen
Calling all Catholic Men!
The next St. John's parish Catholic Watchmen Night is Thursday,
December 13th, from 6:309:00pm in St. Joseph's Hall.
Join other St. John's men for fellowship, food, beverage, and a
new presentation by Father
Skluzacek about the Mass.
Questions? Contact Fr. Paul at
frshovelain@stjohnnyb.org
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Wines to Wishes 2019
Wines to Wishes planning is well underway!
Many wishes have come true thanks to the generosity of our school community, parish community,
sponsors, friends, and family. Last year, every teacher and school staff member received a new laptop,
and flexible seating furniture was purchased for 5 classrooms.
This year, our goal is to purchase furniture for the remaining 11 classrooms.
There are many ways to get involved in the event!
• Purchase an item (or two!) for the grade baskets or put together a basket of items – all will be used for
the silent auction.
• Contact friends and family members to see if they are able to donate something for the silent or live auction. We all know someone!
• Sign up for one of the many volunteer opportunities, which will be available after the start of the year.
Want to get involved now? Let us know!
Our next planning meeting will be on Wednesday, December 12 th at 6:30p.
Invitations will be sent home in the next few weeks!
Contact Michelle Barsness (barsnessm@stohnnyb.org) or Rita Arndorfer (arndorfera@stjohnnyb.org) with
questions!
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